
High Point Park provides both a unique 
way to experience Pittsburgh and take a 
reprieve from the hustle of every day life. 

This rooftop is unique in its size and 
openness. By preserving theses qualities 
we were able to make a unique space an 
experience. Most viewing roofs don’t al-
low you to be the highest point in the city, 
nor do they provide you with space to do 
much more than stand.

A major consideration with this rooftop 
was how to utilize the vast amount of 
space available. It consists of 4 zones, 
the edges, the corners, the center, and the 
intermediate space. 

The edges provide some of the best views 
unto the city, and the vast sides are left 
open with a generous promenade to capi-
talize on this fact.

The corners provide the most complete 
views of the city with the widest viewing 
angles and a glass platform to look down 
through.

The intermediary space is sloped up to-
wards the center to increase its value by 
providing views out over other users and a 
comfortable place to lay.

The center is not only the highest place 
around but along with the rest of the space 
is left completely open to the sky. 

The entrance sequence is an experience 
that highlights the positive aspects of the 
park. The user begins in an enclosed hall-
way mounting a switchback ramp where 
the only view is the sky drawing you out 
to the edge, or better yet the corner where 
you step out on to nothing.

Stainability was also a concern, not only 
does the green roof capture rainwater, but 
the hollow domed shape is used to capture 
exhaust heat in the colder months from the 
mechanical equipment below.
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